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PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed Amendments to

Chapter 287, Water Local Law
Wednesday, May 8 , 2013, 7:00 P.M.

New Windsor Town Hall

New Windsor, New York
Board Members Present:
Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey, Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman Lundstrom, Councilwoman Brennan
Other Officials Present:
Comptroller Finnegan, Town Attorney Blythe, Police Lieutenant Farbent, Chief Operating Engineer Egitto
Salute to Flag
Supervisor Green called to order the Public Hearing regarding proposed amendments to Chapter 287 entitled “Water” and presided over same.  The Town Clerk presented proof of publication as required by law.

Supervisor Green discussed some of the proposed changes to the local law.  He said there is a new three stage provision to deal with drought emergencies which is based upon New York City’s drought emergency protocol.  Each stage has progressively more restrictions pertaining to such things as washing vehicles, watering lawns and shrubs and filling swimming pools.  Stage 2 includes requiring non-residential customers to reduce their usage by no less then 20%.  Stage 3 requires a reduction in usage of no less than 25%.  A permit must be obtained from the Code Enforcement Officer for any new underground sprinkler systems or modifications to an existing system.  Underground systems must have electric time clock actuated valves and moisture sensors and not exceed a 30 gallon per minute flow.  Hours for lawn irrigation are restricted to usage based on odd and even house numbering.  The other important change is the testing and calibration of water meters of 1” or larger, this change does not affect residential homeowners.  
John Egitto said there are approximately 6,000 meters in the Town, however the meters which will be tested and calibrated amount to about 200 commercial meters, which account for about 65% of the town’s water production.  He said by testing, we can be sure the Town is receiving the revenue that is owed by each user.  He said that typically when a meter gets old, it slows down and without testing there is no way to insure that an accurate usage reading is still being obtained.  

Supervisor Green asked if anyone had any comments or questions.

Leo Braun asked if this applied to residential or commercial customers and Supervisor Green said that it applied to anything 1” or over and at this time there are no residential customers with 1” meters.  Mr. Braun said the time span for lawn sprinkling needs to be clarified.  Supervisor Green said that the time span applied to the odd and even day watering requirement.  
Barney Bedetti asked if the time span of no watering allowed between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. applied only during a drought.  Supervisor Green said that it applies in general, not just during a drought emergency.  He said several years ago, he had declared a water emergency which included the odd and even house number watering plan and it had never been repealed, so technically it has been in effect since then.
Richard Ostner asked if these restrictions pertained to private water systems. Supervisor Green said this only applied to municipal water.  Mr. Ostner asked if someone used a private water system, would he still be required to get a permit for an underground sprinkler system from the Town.  Supervisor Green said it probably would be required based on the law.
Barney Bedetti said that since approximately only 200 meters use about 65% of the water, shouldn’t a tiered rate system be used so that the biggest users pay for causing the over- consumption penalties we are always being billed for by New York City.  Supervisor Green said that the amount that is consumed is metered and they are paying their proportionate share as compared to a homeowner.  Mr. Bedetti said that the people who are the greatest consumers are forcing us into that penalty situation with New York City, so they ought to be footing a greater portion of that bill.  Supervisor Green said he disagrees because the people who are consuming it, are consuming not frivolously but for production purposes.  There are other benefits gathered from the companies which are consuming more water such as paying higher property taxes.  John Egitto said that is one of the purposes of the meter testing and calibration amendments, to make sure that companies are paying their fair share for water usage.
Hearing no one else wishing to speak, Supervisor Green entertained a motion to close the Public Hearing.
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Motion - Close Public Hearing

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the Public Hearing in the matter of adopting a new local law in the Town of New Windsor entitled “A Local Law to Amend the Water Law of the Town of New Windsor for the Conservation of Water, to Regulate Lawn Sprinkler Usage, and to require the periodic calibration of certain Water Meters” at 7:25 p.m.
Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5-0

Motion – Adopt Negative Declaration

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following:


WHEREAS, heretofore the Town Board has considered the adoption of a local law entitled: “A Local Law to Amend the Water Law of the Town of New Windsor for the Conservation of Water, to Regulate Lawn Sprinkler Usage, and to require the periodic calibration of certain Water Meters”, and


WHEREAS, this is an action subject to SEQR, and


WHEREAS, this is an Unlisted action under SEQR, and


WHEREAS, the Town Board as the sole Involved Agency assumes Lead Agency status, and as such has caused to be prepared a short Environmental Assessment Form ("EAF"), and


WHEREAS, following due notice, on May 8, 2013 the Town Board has conducted a public hearing on the proposed local law and heard all persons interested in the subject matter of the same,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

1. That the Supervisor is hereby authorized to sign the EAF Part II, and

2. That after considering all of the information presented to it including the EAF the Town Board determines that the adoption of this local law is an Unlisted Action and will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts and does hereby adopt the Negative Declaration annexed hereto.
Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5-0

Motion - Adopt Local law #1-2013 Amending Chapter 287 Entitled “Water“
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following resolution:



WHEREAS, heretofore the Town Board has considered the adoption of a local law entitled “A Local Law to Amend the Water Law of the Town of New Windsor for the Conservation of Water, to Regulate Lawn Sprinkler Usage, and to require the periodic calibration of certain Water Meters”, and


WHEREAS, following due notice the Town Board held a public hearing on May 8, 2013 on the proposed local law, and


WHEREAS, the Town Board, as sole Involved Agency under SEQR, has heretofore adopted a SEQR negative declaration finding that the adoption of the proposed local law would not have a significant impact on the environment,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

That the Town Board does hereby adopt this local law entitled: “A Local Law to Amend the Water Law of the Town of New Windsor for the Conservation of Water, to Regulate Lawn Sprinkler Usage, and to require the periodic calibration of certain Water Meters”, which said local law shall be effective upon publication, posting and filing in the office of the Secretary of State in Albany.
Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5-0

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Green

Town Clerk
/clc
