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Town Board Meeting

Wednesday, September 3,  2014; 7:00 P.M.

New Windsor Town Hall

New Windsor, New York

Board Members Present: 
Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey, Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman Lundstrom, Councilman Regenbaum
 
Other Officials Present:
Comptroller Finnegan,  Police Chief Biasotti, Highway Superintendent Fayo, Town Attorney Blythe, Assessor Wiley
#1 On Agenda: 
Motion – Approve Minutes
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor approve the minutes of the Town Board meeting held on August 6, 2014 as per the copies posted on the Town Clerk’s bulletin board in the Town Hall, and same distributed to each of the Town Board members.
Roll Call:  All Ayes  

Motion Carried:  5-0
Supervisor Green said that a new procedure for meetings is being introduced at tonight’s meeting.  He said that at the beginning of each Town Board meeting, public comment would be allowed on agenda items only.  There will be no question and answer period and no debate, it will be for comments only on any item before it is voted on.  He then asked if anyone had any comments on tonight’s agenda.  Leo Braun asked about a well at Moodna Creek and the Supervisor said that topic was not on this evening’s agenda.  Barney Bedetti asked about the abandonment of a road which was discussed at the workshop meeting, but was not on tonight’s agenda.  Supervisor Green said that matter probably would not be brought up at a Town Board meeting for several months.  Hearing no one else with comments, the Supervisor continued the meeting.
Unfinished Business

Highway Department

#2 On Agenda:
Motion – Accept Dedication of Roadway – Suburban Court
Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor accept the roadway herein known as Suburban Court in the Town of New Windsor as a public roadway and incident to such dedication:

(1)
File an Order of the Town Highway Superintendent;

(2)
Accept Dedication of Suburban Court;

(3)
Authorize the execution of a Town Board Consent instrument with the 

consent of the Engineer for the Town affixed thereto;

(4)
Accept a Deed dated May 9, 2014 from County of Orange to Town of New Windsor; and

(5)
The Engineer for the Town and Chief Information Technology Officer be directed to add said highway to the Official Town Roadways Map.

Roll Call:  All Ayes  

Motion Carried:  5-0

Water Department

#3 On Agenda:
Receive And File Map, Plan And Report – Butterhill Wells, Treatment

System And Transmission Main
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file map, plan and report of McGoey, Hauser & Edsall, Consulting Engineers, P.C., for the development of groundwater supplies at the Butter Hill site adjoining the Moodna Creek in the Town of New Windsor to supplement the primary water supply source from the New York City Catskill Aqueduct.
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#4 On Agenda:
Motion – Authorize Execution Of EAF And Adopt Neg Dec For Increase

And Improvement Of Facilities - Butterhill Wells, Treatment System

And Transmission Main

Motion by Councilman Regenbaum, seconded by Councilman Lundstrom that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following:
WHEREAS, heretofore the Town Board has determined to increase and improve the facilities of the New Windsor Consolidated Water District consisting of development of groundwater supplies at the Butter Hill site adjoining the Moodna Creek in the Town of New Windsor to supplement the primary water supply source from the New York City Catskill Aqueduct; and

WHEREAS, this is an unlisted action subject to SEQR; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board as the sole Involved Agency assumes Lead Agency status and as such has caused to be prepared a full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF); and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor has conducted an uncoordinated review and determined there will be no significant environmental impacts;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

That after considering all of the information presented to it the Town Board hereby:

1.
Authorizes the Supervisor to execute the full EAF.

2.
Determines this is an unlisted action requiring an uncoordinated review.

3.
Declares the action will not have a significant impact on the environment and hereby 
adopts the Negative Declaration attached hereto.

Roll Call:  All Ayes 
Motion Carried:  5-0

#5  On Agenda: 
Motion -  Authorize Calling A Public Hearing – Increase And

Improvement Of Faculties – Butterhill Wells, Treatment System 

And Transmission Main

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt an Order calling a Public Hearing to be held on October 1, 2014 at 555 Union Avenue, New Windsor, New York at 7:00 o’clock p.m. to consider an increase and improvement of facilities of the New Windsor Consolidated Water District for Butter Hill wells, treatment system and transmission main in accordance with the Order attached hereto.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

#6  On Agenda:
Motion – Authorize Advertisement For Bids – Kroll Well House And 

Mt. Airy Road Water Main Connection Project
Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the Town Clerk to advertise, pursuant to law, calling for sealed bids for the Kroll Well House and Mt. Airy Road Water Main Connection Project, which shall be received and publicly opened on the 7th day of October 2014 at 10:00 a.m. (local time) at the office of the Town of New Windsor Town Clerk, 555 Union Avenue, New Windsor, New York.  The Town Board of the Town of New Windsor reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

Sanitation Department
#7  On Agenda:
Receive And File Map, Plan And Report – Influent Structure

Rehabilitation Project
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file map, plan and report of McGoey, Hauser & Edsall, Consulting Engineers, P.C., for the rehabilitation of the existing influent structure building and replacement of the existing muffin monster with new mechanically clean bar screen.
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#8  On Agenda:
Motion – Authorize Execution Of EAF And Adopt Neg Dec For Increase

And Improvement Of Facilities – Influent Structure Rehabilitation

Project

Motion by Councilman Regenbaum, seconded by Councilman Lundstrom that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following:
WHEREAS, heretofore the Town Board has determined to increase and improve the facilities of New Windsor’s wastewater treatment facility consisting of rehabilitating the existing influent structure building and replacing the existing muffin monster with new mechanically clean bar screen; and

WHEREAS, this is an unlisted action subject to SEQR; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board as the sole Involved Agency assumes Lead Agency status, and as such has caused to be prepared a short Environmental Assessment Form ("EAF"); and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor has conducted an uncoordinated review and determined there will be no significant environmental impacts;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

That after considering all of the information presented to it the Town Board hereby:

1.
Authorizes the Supervisor to execute the short form EAF.

2.
Determines this is an unlisted action requiring an uncoordinated review.

3.
Declares the action will not have a significant impact on the environment and hereby adopts a Negative Declaration.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

#9 On Agenda:
Motion – Authorize Calling A Public Hearing – Increase And

Improvement Of Facilities For Sewer Districts 1 - 24
Motion by Councilwoman Biasotti, seconded by Councilwoman Mullarkey, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt an Order Calling Public Hearing to be held on October 1, 2014, at 555 Union Avenue, New Windsor, New York at 7:00 o’clock p.m. to consider an increase and improvement of facilities of Sewer District Nos. 1 – 24 (Influent Structure Rehabilitation Project) in accordance with the Order attached hereto.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

#10 On Agenda: 
Motion –  Authorize Inter-Fund Transfer From Sewer Fund To 

Capital Project Fund
Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the inter-fund transfer of $725,000 from the Sewer Fund Unreserved Fund Balance to the Capital Project Fund to internally finance a portion of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Influent Structure Rehabilitation Project.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

General

#11 On Agenda: 
 Motion –  Appoint Engineering Firm And Set Fee
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following:
WHEREAS, the Town of New Windsor requires certain engineering work to be performed, namely:

General Town Engineering Services as outlined in a proposal from McGoey, 

Hauser and Edsall Consulting Engineers, P.C., dated August 13, 2014;

Planning Board Engineering Services as outlined in a proposal from McGoey, 

Hauser and Edsall Consulting Engineers, P.C. dated August 13, 2014;
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Engineering Firm of McGoey, Hauser, and Edsall Consulting Engineers, P.C., 33 Airport Center Drive, Suite 202, New Windsor, New York be retained as Engineers for the Town for the year 2015 and to be compensated according to the proposals dated August 13, 2014, and the attached standard fee schedule submitted by said Consulting Engineers.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

#12 On Agenda: 
Receive And File Bids For Summit Drive Drainage Improvements,

Phase 2
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file with the Town Clerk, bids received and publicly opened on September 2, 2014 for Summit Drive Drainage Improvements – Phase 2.

#13 On Agenda: 
Motion –  Award Bid For Summit Drive Drainage Improvements, 

Phase 2
Motion by Councilwoman Biasotti, seconded by Councilwoman Mullarkey, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following:

WHEREAS, the Town Clerk of the Town of New Windsor advertised for bids for the project commonly known as Summit Drive Drainage Improvement Project – Phase 2; and
WHEREAS, all base bids were received and publicly opened by the Town Clerk at 10:00 a.m. on September 2, 2014; and
WHEREAS, the Engineer for the Town of New Windsor has reviewed all bids and made a recommendation for the award of same.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor hereby award the contract for project commonly known as Summit Drive Drainage Improvement Project – Phase 2 to Nannini and Callahan Excavating, Inc., in the amount of $86,085.00 in accordance with the attached recommendation of the Engineer for the Town. 

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

#14 On Agenda:
 Motion –  Authorize Calling A Public Hearing For Proposed Local Law

 To Override Tax Levy Limit

Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor call a public hearing to be held on October 1, 2014 at 7:00 p.m., in Town Hall, 555 Union Avenue, New Windsor, New York and authorize the Town Clerk to advertise for same pursuant to law regarding the proposed local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law Section 3-C.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

#15 On Agenda:
Motion –  Authorize Execution Of Separation Agreement – 

Police Department
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the Supervisor to execute a separation agreement for a member of the Town of New Windsor Police Department as follows:  Lesley Pierri.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

#16 On Agenda:
Motion –  Authorize Execution Of EAF And Adopt Neg Dec – 

930 Raz Avenue Lease

Motion by Councilman Regenbaum, seconded by Councilman Lundstrom that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following:
WHEREAS, heretofore the Town Board has determined to lease certain Town-owned property at Stewart Airport to New York State ARC, Inc., Orange County Chapter, commonly known as 930 Raz Avenue and identified on the Town of New Windsor tax map as Section 91, Block 1, Lot 13.2; and
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WHEREAS, this is an action subject to SEQR; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed a short Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) submitted in conjunction with the proposed project; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board as the sole Involved Agency has determined this is an unlisted action; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor has conducted an uncoordinated review and determined there will be no significant environmental impacts; and
WHEREAS, the proposed lease price has been reviewed by the Sole Assessor of the Town of New Windsor who has confirmed that the lease price is within the range of fair-market value for the above-mentioned site;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:
That after considering all of the information presented to it the Town Board hereby:

1.
Authorizes the Supervisor to execute the short form EAF.

2.
Determines this is an unlisted action requiring an uncoordinated review.

3.
Declares the action will not have a significant impact on the environment and hereby adopts a Negative Declaration.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

#17 On Agenda:
 Motion –  Authorize Execution Of Lease - New York State ARC, Inc.
Motion by Councilwoman Biasotti, seconded by Councilwoman Mullarkey, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the Supervisor to execute a lease between the Town of New Windsor and New York State ARC, Inc., Orange County Chapter for the lease of 930 Raz Avenue.  Said Agreement is effective from September 1, 2014 to August 31, 2015.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
 Motion Carried:  5-0

#18 On Agenda:
Receive And File Permit Bond – Nannini And Callahan Excavating, Inc.
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file Continuation Certificate for Permit Bond #S433014, submitted by Nannini & Callahan Excavating, Inc., in the amount of $20,000.00, effective for the period of October 9, 2014 to October 9, 2015.  The purpose of the Bond is to secure a permit from the Town of New Windsor to perform street openings within the Town, same being referred to the Town Attorney and the Town Highway Superintendent.

#19 On Agenda:
Receive And File Memorandum Of Amended And Restated 

Ground Lease
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file Memorandum of Amended and Restated Ground Lease between Town of New Windsor and First Columbia International Group, LLC dated June 26, 2014 and recorded in the Orange County Clerk’s office on the 26th day of June, 2014 as File #20140053810.

#20 On Agenda:
Receive And File Recommended Findings Of Fact, Opinion And 

Decision And Order
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file Recommended Findings of Fact, Opinion and Decision and Order in the matter of Donald Rosa v. Town of New Windsor, et al.

#21 On Agenda:
Receive And File Summons And Complaint – Mendoza V 

Town Of New Windsor
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file the attached four (4) Summonses and Complaints in the matter of Lawrence Mendoza v. Town of New Windsor, et al.
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#22 On Agenda:
Receive And File Notice Of Small Claims Complaint – Raymond Brown
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file Notice of Small Claims Complaint in the matter Raymond Brown v. Town of New Windsor.

#23 On Agenda:
Receive And File Cooperation Agreement Amendment – 

Community Development And Homes Program

Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file fully executed Amendment to Cooperation Agreement between County of Orange and Town of New Windsor for the purpose of undertaking Community Development and Home Programs for the program years commencing federal fiscal years 2015, 2016, 2017 (and for successive three year qualification periods as provided for in the automatic renewal provision) pursuant to the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended and Title II of the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended in accordance with the resolution annexed thereto.

#24 On Agenda:
Receive And File Deed – Suburban Court And Parcel Of Vacant Land 

Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file Quitclaim Deed dated May 9, 2014 from County of Orange to Town of New Windsor for a road commonly known as Suburban Court and referenced on the Town of New Windsor Tax Maps as Section 46, Block 2, Lot 67 as well as a vacant parcel of land located on Old Forge Hill Road and referenced on the Town of New Windsor Tax Maps as Section 49, Block 1, Lot 23.2.  Said deed having been recorded in the Orange County Clerk’s office on the 21st day of May, 2014 as File #20140043036. 

#25 On Agenda:
Officials Reports

 

The following reports were received, recorded and filed with the Town Clerk:


Justice Court – Noreen Calderin
Month of August 2014

Justice Court – Richard Thorpe
Month of August 2014

Police Department
Month of August 2014

Recreation Department
Month of August 2014

Tax Receiver Utility Report
Month of August 2014

Town Clerk
Month of August 2014
#26 On Agenda:
Public Forum
 

Supervisor Green said he had a couple of things he would like to say before opening it up to the public. 

He expressed his sincere condolences to Eric and Rita Lundstrom on the passing of Rita’s son Bill.  He said he passed away at the age of forty one after a very short illness leaving a wife and three children.
Supervisor Green thanked the Community Day Committee for the wonderful job they did and he has received nothing but compliments.  He said Pat, Alice, Sue, Debbie, Patrick and everyone who was involved did a wonderful job. The weather couldn’t have been better and the turnout was estimated at around 30,000 people.   He said Tony D’Angelo did an outstanding job with parking and traffic.  The fireworks display was extraordinary this year and he hopes to see everyone next year. 

He asked if any of the Town Board members had any comments  and then opened the public forum.

Barney Bedetti asked if the Butter Hill well is the same as the old Moodna well system.  Supervisor Green said these are new driven wells, not the old caisson wells on 9W.  Mr. Bedetti said he thought it would be a good idea to have Todd Wiley, the assessor, get up and give a few words about any changes in the sewer roll.   Mr. Wiley said the Town is required once a year to adopt the sewer assessment roll.  He said basically the eastern side of the town has municipal sewer service and years ago as the Town decided to add municipal service and formed sewer districts, the theory was to charge the people who were going to benefit from the sewer service and don’t charge the people who don’t have the service.  
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There are twenty four sewer districts all over this side of town and as the infrastructure is very expensive, the Town would bond for that. The bond debt has to be paid back generally over a twenty to twenty five year period and the way the Town decided to do it was by a point system, a one family house being assigned ten points, a two family house twenty points and so forth.  Mr. Wiley said that properties are monitored year round so that every time a new house is built within a sewer district,  points are added and it is constantly being updated.  In order to levy this tax, the Town has to hold a public hearing.   Mr. Wiley said that in the event of a homeowner disagreeing with assigned points, the Town Board does have the ability to override the sewer assessment roll and modify it. He said it is a work in progress, but they can only implement the changes once a year when the sewer roll is adopted.   Mr. Bedetti thanked the Board for considering and implementing the agenda change.  Supervisor Green reminded everyone that every  motion is on the website in its entirety.

Leo Braun asked about the water situation in the Plum Point area.  Supervisor Green said there is no change, there are a couple of wells down there, but we moved up to Moodna and we were so successful that the wells on the Hudson are not going to be pursued at this time as it would be an involved process down at the Hudson which would include pump testing for almost a year.  

Ken Jankowski asked about the Forge Hill Road Bridge repair status.  Supervisor Green said we are still waiting for final FEMA approval.  

Darla Dryer:  Is there anything the Town of New Windsor can do to help us residents with the Rodeo at the Newburgh Armory?  It is deafening, you go eight hours and you cannot sit outside your house.  I went, myself, and talked to the Armory and I absolutely got yelled at to the point where Bill Kaplan apologized to me. 

Supervisor Green:  Expound on what you were told.  Unfortunately I just heard about this in the past couple of days, nobody has ever called here complaining about it.  Expound on what you were told about the direction of the speakers.

Darla Dryer:  Well, we asked if they could possibly change the speakers and I guess it was Kenny Bergin, he talked to the mayor of the city, and she said ‘why should we turn the speakers, it will bother the people on Broadway.’  Is that true Ken?

Supervisor Green:  Ken, what did she actually say to you?

Ken Bergin:  I called three times, three separate weeks, and I talked to the mayor actually one time and the other two times, she wouldn’t take my call.  The first time that I talked to her I just said that I don’t like to sound like a grouch, people have their music and it’s fine, but it’s so loud you can’t even sit on your decks, you have to go in the house and I said could you possibly just turn the stage to face Delano cause it faces us and she said it would be an inconvenience that live on Broadway.  I said what about the noise, she said there is a noise ordinance and apparently I guess people have called the City of Newburgh Police Department about the noise and just got the run around.  I have talked to the mayor’s office three times.

Darla Dryer said she personally went to the Armory and was almost escorted out.

Supervisor Green:  Can we charge the City of Newburgh with disorderly conduct?

Darla Dryer:  There have been maybe four or five of them over the summer, the last one was on August 24th, but I don’t know if they have another one coming up.

Councilman Lundstrom asked if they last a day, two days a week or how long does it last?

Darla Dryer:  It lasts from 1:00 in the afternoon or earlier until dark and it’s screaming.

Councilman Lundstrom:  Just for one day or for a week or a month?  

Ken Bergin:  It’s on a Sunday and it seems to be every other Sunday through the whole summer.

Darla Dryer:  I mean they have the roads blocked in the City of Newburgh, it would be a fire hazard, a fire engine could not get through.  It’s a ridiculous situation especially with the beautiful summer we had, you couldn’t go outside.

Supervisor Green:  Did you contact anyone besides Bill Kaplan at the Armory?
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Darla Dryer:  I did not

Supervisor Green:  Kenny, did you talk to anyone else?

Ken Bergin:  I called the Armory the first time and it just sounded like probably a teenager that talked to me and he just said there’s nothing we can do about it, they are allowed to be here.

Darla Dryer:  But there have been other people in the area around the Little League Field that have called the City Police and were told they have their permits, that’s all I kept hearing, they have their permits.  But what’s my fair share of a nice Sunday afternoon just cause you have a permit?

Ken Bergin:  That’s all we ask is just turn the speakers the other way cause then we wouldn’t be able to hear this loud.  I live on Veronica, I mean it sounds like they are on the next road.  The first time I heard it I thought there was  a party in Ducktown.

Darla Dryer:  Can I go sit down?  Supervisor Green:  You can go sit down unless you have some more to say.

Pete Gandolfini:   I called the police in the City of Newburgh a couple of times and the guy just says they got a permit.  I said is there a noise ordinance and he said there is definitely a noise ordinance.  I say well you can hear it a half a mile away, you call that excess, he laughed and that is as far as the phone call goes.  He said they would send a car up just to get me off the phone.  

Police Chief Biasotti said most noise ordinances are based on the time of day and that’s the problem.

Pete Gandolfini:  Theirs is from 1 in the afternoon till 11, come on 11 o’clock at night.  …down on the river and you sent a noise ordinance guy down there to check that noise wasn’t too loud.  Can we do something like that with the City of Newburgh saying ‘Hey, this is your decibels in New Windsor, do something.’

Supervisor Green:  We are going to start out by doing is taking a transcript of this meeting and along with a letter to …

Pete Gandolfini:  It’s nice to ask first, Chief Biasotti might talk to Mike Ferrare and say hey Mike, what can you do. 

Supervisor Green:  I think it’s probably above Mike, I think we have to go to the City Council, I think what we’ll do is take a transcript of this meeting, of this section of the meeting, along with a letter please asking that they respect the residents of the Town of New Windsor and point out things like ….   and we’ll send that to the Council and I’ll also copy it to the Sentinel and the Middletown Record.

Pete Gandolfini:  Nobody wants it to stop, but it may be right and fall within the law, but it’s really not right, it’s just wrong.

Supervisor Green:  Nobody thought to tape record it from your house did you?

Darla Dryer:  No, next time I’ll have my iPhone out.  

Supervisor Green:  Seriously, if you could tape record it, the newspapers might say how do we know that this is so loud?  We will do what we can.  Chris you had your hand  up, did you let Pete speak for you or do you want to speak for yourself?

Chris Gandolfini:  I called the City of Newburgh Police also and he said he would send a car but he didn’t know where it was and I told him where it was, but they just gave me the runaround too.  It’s like it’s in my backyard and I can hear every single word, everything.

Supervisor Green:  The truth of the matter is the five of you sitting back there know me well enough that you could have picked up the phone and called me at home and said come down and listen to this.  As you know I would gladly have done that.  

Chris Gandolfini:  We have had all of Ducktown calling the Police Department because I have talked to people.
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Supervisor Green:  At least then I can say that I have heard it personally.

A resident:  There is no sense in calling Chief Biasotti because it’s in the City of Newburgh so you call that Police Department.

Supervisor Green:  Good neighbors will tell you, a good neighbor policy would tell you this is unreasonable, why should we blast into New Windsor when it is a Newburgh function, but we will do what we can.  I don’t hold out any hope that they’ll be cooperative, but we’ll see.

Mike Blythe:  Just a directional on the speakers – may be something interesting because I didn’t know what it was either.  I was up at the house on 276 Walsh Road and I thought it was right on John Street, but when I got down to John Street, I couldn’t hear just because of the acoustics.  

Supervisor Green:  I imagine my response will probably be the same as yours and they we don’t’ want to disturb the City residents so we’ll disturb New Windsor. We’ll take it all to the papers besides and that sometimes produces better results.  

Supervisor Green:  Anyone else?  Tirek.

Tirek Gayle:  Good evening everyone, excuse my back.  Many of us who live in New Windsor and are part of the Cornwall School District just received our school tax bills.  There was a 4% increase from the previous year and in speaking with the Superintendent of business at the school, he explained to me about equalization rates as well as the fair tax rate balanced against New Windsor, Woodbury and Cornwall and trying to make sure the houses are valued the same.  

When you look at the numbers, you have 4% for us, then it was minus .2% for Cornwall and it was like a 1.2% increase for Woodbury.  What can we do, is there anything to be done in regards to how we are assessed because it doesn’t sound equal, it doesn’t sound fair and I know that there’s a number of things that kind of go into this pot of trying to pull everything together to figure a balance across the board.  When you look at it, like okay what’s going on we are getting hit.

Supervisor Green:  Tarik you are a school board member and I am sure you understand about the equalization rate.  The property values in New Windsor rose, the property values in Cornwall dropped by 1.1% and Woodbury dropped by 1%.  New Windsor property values went up 3.5% so that accounts for a good deal of it.  

Tirek Gayle:  It was mentioned to me that when you take everything into account, those numbers as well as supposedly there are additional numbers, and how we assess our homes.  It is not only just what the property values did but there are supposedly other numbers that go into it and this is what I am getting and please correct me if I am wrong, that there are a couple calculations that go into it, so I just want to be sure we can from our end.

Supervisor Green:  The State actually does the assessing, they produce the equalization rate.  They’re the ones who produce that, not us.  It is based on the assessed valuation of the entire Town as it is in Cornwall and as it is in Woodbury.  Woodbury has very little population within the Cornwall School District, most of that is in Central Valley.  Todd, do you want to add anything?

Todd Wiley:  I am familiar with it.  The Cornwall School budget went up 3.9%, the tax levy went up 1.9%, the tax rates for the New Windsor segment of Cornwall went up 2.2%, not counting the library portion;  Cornwall tax rate went down 2.5%; Woodbury went down 2.3%.  Interestingly, the State of New York in their budget for this year, anybody who has the STAR exemption on their property, if their school taxes went up this year, they will be getting a check to cover the difference and that check will be going out within the next thirty days.  So there was what we call in the industry, an equalization tax shift onto the New Windsor segment of the Cornwall School District, you will be getting a check for the tax increase, so it was a good year to have an equalization tax shift ironically.  Next year the State of New York will be sending a check for the increase in next year’s school taxes also and the increase in the Town taxes for the bill that is coming this January if the Town stays within the 2% cap on the tax levy.  Jack Finnegan and I had a meeting Todday on that about what it will take as they work on next year’s budget even though it’s coming out this January in 2015.  George is right, the State of New York generates the equalization rates, they do it with input from local assessor’s.  I concurred with it based on equalization rate values, market values. 
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The entire Town, not just the Cornwall School District segment of New Windsor, went up 3.5% according to the equalization rates, values in the Town of Cornwall went down 1.1%, almost negligible.  Woodbury went down just under 1% in value, again almost negligible.  However, when you are apportioning a big school tax levy 1 or 2% will shift taxes onto the segment that went up in value.  I know the variable that comes into play because we had tax base growth in the Town this year, we added about $25 million to the market value of the taxable portion of the assessment roll.  The Town of Woodbury went down slightly so the overall value of property in the Town of New Windsor went up a little bit, the values in Cornwall and Woodbury went down a little bit, when you go to apportion or divvy up the school tax levy, the New Windsor segment was worth more in relation to last year on a school wide basis.   To figure out the total market value of the entire school district so New Windsor is a little bit more valuable relative to the other two segments.  We are going to have to carry a slightly larger share of the tax levy.  I am kind of over simplifying it but I think that’s what it takes for the general public to have a general understanding of it.

It’s a complicated series of calculations but I attribute most of it to it’s a townwide equalization rate, it’s not just the Cornwall segment and interestingly in the marketplace over the last couple of years, there is a growing interest in smaller, more modest priced homes.  Yes, we are still getting some sales of fancy homes but not alot.  The activity in this region is in the more modest priced homes and I can tell you that we look at the median sale price, the average sale price of New Windsor properties compared to Cornwall or Woodbury. Overall on a townwide basis we are measurably lower, high 20 or 25% lower.  And if there is some more interest in a more modest priced homes, they appreciate, it’s supply and demand.  People are looking at more modest homes, New Windsor has more modest priced homes than Woodbury or Cornwall. 
 Alot of you are here from Ducktown which is a desirable neighborhood.  Some of those smaller homes are selling for well over $200,000 which they weren’t initially  even at the height of the market.   So some segments of the market are looking at smaller homes, smaller purchase price, smaller utility bills and it’s just one segment of the market.  People are still looking at great big, grand homes and 3.5% appreciation is really not a significant amount but we are using it for tax apportionment.  Again the state is going to be sending everybody a check in a few weeks so the Cornwall School District people in the Town of New Windsor will get a check,  the people in Cornwall and Woodbury are not.  Their taxes are going down a little bit.  

A resident asked Mr. Wiley about those in the Newburgh School District and Supervisor asked her to direct her questions only to the Board.  Mr. Wiley said the rate went up in Newburgh also as did the budget and levy.  He said he had not done an analysis as to what happened to values in the Town of Newburgh or the City of Newburgh, but I can tell you that values in the City of Newburgh have been dropping hard since 2006.  In the City of Newburgh downtown, multi-family occupied buildings can be purchased for less than $50,000 so there’s been a tax shift as a result of this equalization process off of the city of Newburgh and onto the Town of Newburgh segment and Town of New Windsor segment.  

Tirek Gayle:  I appreciate that just from the standpoint that many people want to know that portion in regard to potential refund checks and again many people don’t know.

Supervisor Green:  You know the shortcoming, Tirek of the system is that it’s snot done by the district that’s being taxed, it’s being done by – the Town gets the equalization rate based on the entire value of Town and then that’s applied to the school district.  That’s state law, that’s how it is, should that be changed, my personal opinion is it should be changed but I think that takes legislation in Albany.

Mr. Wiley:  We noticed a little bit of a pendulum effect as a result of these equalization tax shifts.  The Town of Woodbury segment of the Cornwall School District saw an 8% tax rate increase last year so sometimes it helps you, sometimes it hurts you.  It is in the law, rules and procedures as to how you apportion a school tax levy.  If the levy went up 2%, ideally we should have only gone up 2% if the market  had been perfectly flat in all the segments, but it wasn’t.  The 2% tax levy increase in a perfect world, the taxes should have only gone up 2% but this year in New Windsor in the Cornwall segment, they went up 2.2%, not counting the library portion.  

Bert Merolle said there was still a problem with Phase 3 at Windsor Crest.  He said in June he filed a complaint with the Fire Inspector and he said the Inspector’s reply said the only difference he could see from past visits was an open fort in the woods.  Mr. Merolle said that the concrete blocks that were used for the fort were laying on the property.  He said he received another notice saying that Phase 3 is undeveloped land, they no longer have to get involved.  Mr. Merolle said he asked for a definition of undeveloped land and was told that no such definition exists.  
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Mr. Merolle said that two people met with the town in 2007, claiming they were representing residents of Windsor Crest Homeowner’s Association.  Mr. Merolle said they were never authorized to come up and speak on their behalf.  Mr. Merolle said he would like to know why he has to live with that property in that condition.  He said a neighbor of his had to drop the price on  his condominium unit and still no one is interested in buying it and he blames it on the condition of the property.

Supervisor Green said that Mr. Merolle had exceeded his three minutes and he would like to respond.  He said that properties are not selling throughout New Windsor, there are many vacant houses that are well below their purchase value, not just Windsor Crest.  Supervisor Green said we have listened to Mr. Merolle since 2006 with the same exact cry but not one single person including the president of the homeowner’s association has ever complained about the conditions.    Supervisor Green said we have letters from the DEC stating that there is nothing wrong on the property, that there is no erosion problem, there is no way the developer can be forced to build on that property.  Supervisor Green said he is getting sick and tired of hearing about it and so is everyone else.  He said that if you have other people that would come up and complain, please have them come up.

Bert Merolle said that he thinks the Town has an Article 78 coming.  

Hearing no one else wishing to speak, the Supervisor entertained a motion to close the Public Forum.

Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the Public Forum portion of the meeting.

Roll Call: All Ayes

Motion Carried:  5-0
#27 On Agenda:
Motion – Adjourn Meeting
 

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adjourn the Town Board meeting at 8:03 P. M.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Green

Town Clerk
/clc

