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Joint Public Hearing
Between Town of New Windsor Town Board

And Town of Cornwall Town Board
Wednesday, November 5, 2014; 7:00 P.M.

New Windsor Town Hall

New Windsor, New York

New Windsor Town Board Members Present: 
Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey, Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman Lundstrom, Councilman Regenbaum
 
Cornwall Town Board Members Present
Deputy Supervisor McGee, Councilwoman Bunt, Councilwoman Longinott, Councilman Russell, Councilman McGuinness
Other Officials Present:
New Windsor Town Attorney Blythe, Cornwall Town Attorney Gaba, Cornwall Town Clerk McGee
Salute to Flag
Supervisor Green welcomed the Cornwall Town Board and the attending Vails Gate and Cornwall Fire Department members.  He said that the public hearing involves the extension of the Vails Gate Fire District to include within its boundaries a portion of the Town of Cornwall known as Firthcliffe Heights and this is changing nothing as it has always been covered by the Vails Gate Fire Department.  

Supervisor Green then asked if anyone in the audience had any comments or questions.  Hearing no one wishing to speak, Supervisor Green entertained a motion to close the public hearing.

Motion – Close Public Hearing

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the Public Hearing in the matter of extending the Vails Gate Fire District to include, within its boundaries, a portion of the Town of Cornwall known as “Firthcliffe Heights”.

Roll Call: 
Councilman Regenbaum:  Aye
Motion Carried:  5-0


Councilman Lundstrom:  Aye



Councilwoman Biasotti:  Aye



Councilwoman Mullarkey: Aye


Supervisor Green:  Aye

Roll Call:
Councilwoman Bunt:  Aye
Motion Carried:  4-0


Councilwoman Longinott:  Aye


Councilman McGuinness:  Aye


Councilman Russell:  Aye

Resolution Of The Town Board Town Of Cornwall 

WHEREAS,  the area in the Town of Cornwall known as Firthcliffe Heights (hereinafter referred to as “Firthcliffe Heights”) has been provided fire protection services by the Vails Gate Fire Department for many years; and 

WHEREAS, Firthcliffe Heights is contiguous to the Vails Gate Fire District which, since it was established in 1979, has been the authority in control of the Vails Gate Fire Department; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Vails Gate Fire District has petitioned the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall and the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor to extend the boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights within its boundaries; and 
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WHEREAS, the list of persons owning properties within Firthcliffe Heights is annexed as Exhibit “A” hereto, and Firthcliffe Heights is bounded and described as set forth in Exhibit “B” hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall and the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor have each duly authorized a public hearing to be held on November 5, 2014 on the extension of boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights and, following publication and posting of a public notice in accordance with law, the joint public hearing was convened and conducted on November 5, 2014 and thereupon closed.  All person interested were given the opportunity to be heard and submit written comments and objections.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

1. The Town Board of the Town of Cornwall does hereby designate itself as lead agency under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) for the action of extending the boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights.

2. The Town Board of the Town of Cornwall does hereby, as lead agency, designate the  extension of the boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights, as an Unlisted Action under SEQRA.

3. The Town Board of the Town of Cornwall does hereby, as lead agency, find and determine that that action of extending the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights will not have a significant adverse effect on the environment, based upon the Environmental Assessment Form prepared and filed by the Town of Cornwall and the Town Board does hereby issue a Negative Declaration in the form attached to this Resolution.

4. The Town Board of the Town of Cornwall, acting jointly with the Town Board of The Town of New Windsor, does hereby find and determine that the extension of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights (“the Action”) is in the overall public interest of the properties and property owners within Firthcliffe Heights, said Finding and Determination being based upon the following:

a) The Action will result in no change in fire protection in Firthcliffe Heights.

b) The Board of Fire Commissioners of the Vails Gate Fire District has petitioned for the Action. 

c) All of the property and all of the property owners within Firthcliffe Heights are benefited by the Action and all of the property and property owners benefited by the Action are included therein.

AND IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that the Action be and hereby is approved; and 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that the boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District be and hereby are extended so as to include Firthcliffe Heights, said area being bounded and described as set forth in Exhibit “B” hereto; and 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Resolution and Order be filed in the Office of the Town Clerk and within ten (10) days in the office of the Clerk of Orange County and with the State Department of Audit and Control.
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On motion by Councilperson Bunt, seconded by Councilperson Longinott the foregoing Resolution and Order was adopted by a vote of 4 Ayes, 0 Nays.

Town Of New Windsor Resolution – Authorize Extension Of Vails Gate Fire District – Firthcliffe Heights.

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following:

WHEREAS,  the area in the Town of Cornwall known as Firthcliffe Heights (hereinafter referred to as “Firthcliffe Heights”) has been provided fire protection services by the Vails Gate Fire Department for many years; and 

WHEREAS, Firthcliffe Heights is contiguous to the Vails Gate Fire District, which since it was established in 1979, has been the authority in control of the Vails Gate Fire Department; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Vails Gate Fire District has petitioned the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall and the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor to extend the boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights within its boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, the list of persons owning properties within Firthcliffe Heights is annexed as Exhibit “A” hereto, and Firthcliffe Heights is bounded and described as set forth in Exhibit “B” hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor and the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall have each duly authorized a public hearing to be held on November 5, 2014 on the extension of boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights and, following publication and posting of a public notice in accordance with law, the joint public hearing was convened and conducted on November 5, 2014 and thereupon closed.  All persons interested were given the opportunity to be heard and submit written comments and objections. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

1. The Town Board of the Town of New Windsor acknowledges that the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall has hereby designated itself as Lead Agency under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) for the action of extending the boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights.

2. The Town Board of the Town of New Windsor further acknowledges that the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall has, as Lead Agency, designated the extension of the boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights, as an Unlisted Action under SEQRA.

3. The Town Board of the Town of New Windsor acknowledges that the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall, as Lead Agency, has found and determined that that action of extending the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights will not have a significant adverse effect on the environment, based upon the Environmental Assessment Form prepared and filed by the Town of Cornwall the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall has issued a Negative Declaration in the form attached to this Resolution.
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4. The Town Board of the Town of New Windsor, acting jointly with the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall, does hereby find and determine that the extension of the Vails Gate Fire District to include Firthcliffe Heights (“the Action”) is in the overall public interest and in the interest of the properties and property owners within Firthcliffe Heights, said Finding and Determination being based upon the following:

a) The Action will result in no change in fire protection in Firthcliffe Heights.

b) The Board of Fire Commissioners of the Vails Gate Fire District has petitioned for the Action. 

c) All of the property and all of the property owners within Firthcliffe Heights are benefited by the Action and all of the property and property owners benefited by the Action are included therein.

AND IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that the Action be and hereby is approved; and 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that the boundaries of the Vails Gate Fire District be and hereby are extended so as to include Firthcliffe Heights, said area being bounded and described as set forth in Exhibit “B” hereto; and 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Resolution and Order be filed in the Office of the Town Clerk and within ten (10) days in the office of the Clerk of Orange County and with the State Department of Audit and Control.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

Motion Carried:  5 – 0

Motion - Adjourn 

Motion by Councilwoman Bunt, seconded by Councilwoman Longinott that the Town Board of the Town of Cornwall adjourn the Joint Public Hearing at 7:12 P.M.

Roll Call:
Councilwoman Bunt:  Aye
Motion Carried:  4-0


Councilwoman Longinott:  Aye


Councilman McGuinness:  Aye


Councilman Russell:  Aye

Roll Call: 
Councilman Regenbaum:  Aye
Motion Carried:  5-0


Councilman Lundstrom:  Aye



Councilwoman Biasotti:  Aye



Councilwoman Mullarkey: Aye


Supervisor Green:  Aye


Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Green

Town Clerk
/clc
