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Town Board Meeting

Wednesday, December 2, 2015; 7:00 p.m.

New Windsor Town Hall

New Windsor, New York

Board Members Present: 
Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey, Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman Lundstrom, Councilman Regenbaum
 
Other Officials Present:
Police Chief Hovey, Town Attorney Blythe, Highway Superintendent Fayo, Comptroller Finnegan, Assessor Wiley
Public Comment:  Supervisor Green asked if anyone had any comments regarding the Town Board meeting agenda.  
Leo Braun had a comment about #4 on the agenda and asked if the Supervisor was aware of the traffic on the rails going up and down with 100,000 gallons per day versus the pipeline going with 100,000 gallons per day.  He feels the Town should reevaluate their opposition to the pipeline. Supervisor Green said he would comment on that when they come to it in the meeting. 
Hearing no one else wishing to comment, he proceeded with the meeting.
#1 On Agenda: 
Motion – Approve Minutes
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor approve the minutes of the Public Hearing regarding the proposed 2016 budget and minutes of the Town Board meeting both held on November 4, 2015 as per the copies posted on the Town Clerk’s bulletin board in the Town Hall and same distributed to each of the Town Board members.
Roll Call:  All Ayes  

Motion Carried:  5-0
Unfinished Business

Highway Department

Water Department

Sanitation Department

General

#2 On Agenda:
Motion - Authorize Execution of Agreement with New Windsor 

Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Inc.
Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement between the Town of New Windsor and New Windsor Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Inc. for the provision of ambulance services and pre-hospital emergency treatment.  Said Agreement is effective from January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 
Motion Carried:  5-0

#3 On Agenda:
Motion -  Authorize Transfer of Funds – Parkland Fund to 

General Fund
Motion by Councilwoman Biasotti, seconded by Councilwoman Mullarkey, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the transfer of $65,000.00 from the Parkland Fund to the General Fund.
Roll Call:  All Ayes

 
Motion Carried:  5-0

#4 On Agenda:
Motion – Adopt Resolution In Opposition To Pilgrim Pipeline
Motion by Councilman Regenbaum, seconded by Councilman Lundstrom that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor hereby call upon the New York State Thruway Authority to reject use of its right-of-way for the Pilgrim Pipeline; call upon the New York State Department of Transportation to deny an exception to its Accommodation Plan for said purpose and urge Governor Cuomo and the State Legislature to oppose construction of the Pilgrim Pipeline and its lateral along their current proposed routes through the Town of New Windsor in accordance with the following resolution.
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Resolution In Opposition To Pilgrim Pipeline

Whereas, Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings, LLC proposes to build a bi-directional pipeline in close proximity to the New York State Thruway, through Rockland, Orange, Ulster, Greene and Albany counties and in New Jersey, that would transport crude oil and refined petroleum products between Albany, NY and Linden, NJ (the Thruway Corridor alternative); and 
Whereas, the New York State Thruway runs through the Town of New Windsor between its eastern and western boundaries; and 
Whereas, the Town of New Windsor already hosts petroleum transportation and storage infrastructure including the West Shore Hudson River freight line and a storage and barge terminal on its Hudson River shoreline; and
Whereas, a lateral offshoot from the proposed Pilgrim pipeline is planned to travel east from the New York State Thruway right-of-way to the Global Storage Facility on the Hudson River in the Town of New Windsor to carry refined petroleum products; and
Whereas, according to the United States Department of Transportation’s Pipeline Hazardous Material Safety Administration, pipeline operators have reported numerous spills and significant incidents nation-wide, resulting in over 44 million gallons of oil being spilled between 2003 and 2013; and
Whereas, the Town of New Windsor residents who do not receive municipal water service depend on ground water from individual wells for potable water; and
Whereas, the Pilgrim Pipeline is proposed to be laid in areas containing aquifers upon which residents depend for drinking water; and
Whereas, the proposed route of the pipeline crosses and re-crosses the Quassaick Creek, a sensitive ecological area in Town of New Windsor; and 
Whereas, any rupture or compromise of the proposed pipeline and lateral, even without an explosion or fire, will require extraordinary cleanup efforts, could force residents from their homes, endanger the Town’s water supply and tax the resources of the Town’s emergency responders, including its police and volunteer fire and ambulance agencies, whose safety is paramount; and
Whereas, Pilgrim Pipeline Holdings, LLC has not presented sufficient information nor demonstrated to the Town Board’s satisfaction that adequate and sufficient safety measures will be taken and installed to prevent leaks and ruptures, and with the added risk of the inevitable corrosion of the pipeline over time and storm and similar natural disasters, such as those the Town has recently experience seemingly becoming more frequent; and
Whereas, due to the uncertainty regarding the adequacy of safety measures to prevent leaks and ruptures, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor finds that the proposed Pilgrim Pipeline and its lateral routing through the Town of New Windsor potentially threaten the health, safety and welfare of the community, and also could decrease the values of homes located along their routes and in surrounding neighborhoods;
Now Therefore Be It Resolved by the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor, that the Town Board call upon the New York State Thruway Authority to reject use of its right-of-way for the Pilgrim Pipeline, and further call upon the New York State Department of Transportation (DOT) to deny any exception to its Accommodation Plan for said purpose; and
Be It Further Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor urge Governor Cuomo and the State Legislature to oppose construction of the Pilgrim Pipeline and its lateral along their current proposed routes through the Town of New Windsor; and
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Be It Further Resolved that the Town Clerk is directed to forward copies of this resolution to the New York State Thruway Authority Chair Howard P. Milstein; New York State DOT Commissioner Joan McDonald; Hon. Charles Schumer, United States Senator; Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand Unites States Senator; Hon. Sean Patrick Maloney, U.S. Representative; Hon. Andrew Cuomo, Governor; New York Public Service Commission Chairwoman Audrey Zibelman; Hon. William J. Larkin, Senator for the 39th Senate District and Assistant Majority Leader for House Operations; Hon. James Skoufis, Assemblyman for the 99th Assembly District and New York State DEC Acting Commissioner Basil Seggos.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 
Motion Carried:  5-0

Supervisor Green said that he did some checking and it’s not  going to have any effect on those trains coming up and down.  He said that to Pilgrim Pipeline has not even contacted the property owners where they are proposing to make the connection. Supervisor Green said he has been telling people to refuse when Pilgrim comes in and wants to do a survey.

He said this pipeline will be pumping 100,000 of crude through our aquifer where we are putting new wells and God forbid that thing would break -  it would be an ecological disaster.  Supervisor Green said he is also requesting that the DEC assume lead agency as they are much more qualified than the Thruway Authority.

#5  On Agenda: 
Motion -  Authorize Execution Of Agreement – Hudson Valley 

Engineering Associates, PC
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with Hudson Valley Engineering Associates, P.C. for the change of scope of the Jackson Avenue Reconstruction Project.
Roll Call:  All Ayes

 
Motion Carried:  5-0

#6  On Agenda:
Receive and File Decision and Order – Troy Dancy vs. Town of 

New Windsor, et al. 
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file a Decision and Order in the matter of Troy Dancy vs. Town of New Windsor, et al.
#7  On Agenda:
Receive and File Lease Agreement – NYSARC, Inc., 

Orange County Chapter 
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file a Lease Agreement dated November 5, 2015 between the Town of New Windsor and NYSARC, Inc., Orange County Chapter, for property commonly known as 930 Raz Avenue, New Windsor, New York 12553.
#8  On Agenda:
Receive and File Independent Accountant’s Report – 

Justice Court 
Hearing no objections, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file with the Town Clerk the independent accountant’s report on applying agreed upon procedures dated November 12, 2015, received from Nugent & Haeussler, P.C., Certified Public Accountants, evaluating the financial and accounting practices and procedures of the Town of New Windsor Justice Court as of December 31, 2014.

#9 On Agenda:
Receive and File Official Reports
 

The following reports were received, recorded and filed with the Town Clerk:


Building Department
Month of November 2015

Justice Court – Noreen Calderin
Month of November 2015

Justice Court – Richard Thorpe
Month of November 2015

Police Department
Month of November 2015

Recreation Department
Month of November 2015

Tax Receiver Utility Report
Month of November 2015

Town Clerk
Month of November 2015
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#10 On Agenda:
Public Forum
Supervisor Green asked if anyone had any comments and hearing no one else wishing to speak, Supervisor entertained a motion to close the Public Forum.
Motion by Councilman Regenbaum, seconded by Councilman Lundstrom that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the Public Forum portion of the meeting.

Roll Call: All Ayes

Motion Carried:  5-0
Supervisor Green said he had a few comments to make at the last meeting of the year.  He expressed his deepest sympathy for the people of San Bernardino in light of the today’s events. 
He reminded everyone that the annual tree lighting will be on Friday, December 4th at 6 p.m.  He said there will be carolers, Anna and Elsa from Disney’s Frozen, various food and craft vendors, the Temple Hill Chorus, horse and sleigh rides and Santa and Mrs. Claus.  He told everyone to dress warmly as all activities are held outdoors.  The Menorah lighting will be Monday, December 7th at 5 p.m. with refreshments to follow at the Community Center.  The first Town Board Workshop meeting will be Monday, January 4th and the Organization meeting will be held Wednesday, January 6th.  He said copies of schedules for next year’s Town Board meetings and holiday closings are up in front of the room for anyone who wants one.

He thanked Leo and Kathy Braun and Barney Bedetti for attending every meetings and showing such an interest in the Town throughout the year.

Supervisor Green wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.

#11 On Agenda:
Motion – Adjourn Meeting
Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adjourn the Town Board meeting at 7:25 p.m.
Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

Respectfully submitted,


Deborah Green

Town Clerk
/clc

