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PUBLIC HEARING 
Proposed Amendment 
 Chapter 263, Taxation Local Law
Wednesday, December 02, 2015,  7:00 P.M.

New Windsor Town Hall

New Windsor, New York

Board Members Present:   Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey,  Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman Lundstrom, Councilman Regenbaum  

Other Officials Present:    Comptroller Finnegan, Highway Superintendent Fayo, Town Attorney Blythe, Assessor Wiley, Police Chief Hovey
Salute to Flag 

Supervisor Green called to order the Public Hearing regarding the proposed amendment to Chapter 263, entitled “Taxation”, and the Town Clerk presented proof of publication as required by law.

Assessor Todd Wiley explained that the purpose of the public hearing is to provide senior citizens, 65 years or over, who meet the income requirement, a partial property tax exemption.  The Town Board controls the income ceiling for the Town portion of your taxes, they don’t control the school district ceiling or the ceiling for the county portion of your taxes.  This meeting is to discuss raising the maximum income ceiling which is currently at $32,399.  The new income ceiling will be $37,400 and is a $5,000 bump up. This exemption applies to the general and highway fund, it does not apply to any special district charges.  He said the Town has not raised the ceiling for eight years and while the State sets the maximum ceiling, it is up to the Town to take action if they want to.
Barney Bedetti asked if the new law will be part of the optional income verification.  Mr. Wiley said that question refers to the enhanced STAR exemption and must be filed annually and the income verified every year.  He said the new law if adopted tonight, will be reflected in the 2016 assessment roll and the January 2017 property tax bills.
Leo Braun wanted to know if this affected the veteran’s exemption and Mr. Wiley said that they were completely separate exemptions.

Motion – Close Public Hearing

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the Public Hearing in the matter of amending Chapter 263 of the Town Code of the Town of New Windsor entitled “Taxation” to increase the income ceiling for the partial exemption for low income senior citizens 7:10 P.M.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5-0

Motion – Adopt Amendment to Chapter 263

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor pursuant to Sections 10 and 11 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, adopt the amendment to Chapter 263 of the Town Code of the Town of New Windsor in accordance with the Local Law attached hereto and directs the Town Clerk to publish pursuant to law.  This amendment increases the income limits for partial property tax exemption for senior citizens.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5-0

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Green
Town Clerk

/clc

