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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING
Proposed Replacement Of Lake Road Bridge 

Wednesday, September 7, 2016; 7:00 P.M.

New Windsor Town Hall

New Windsor, New York

Board Members Present:
Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey, Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman Lundstrom, Councilman Regenbaum
Other Officials Present:
Comptroller Finnegan, Town Attorney Blythe, Highway Superintendent Fayo, Police Chief Hovey, Assessor Wiley
Salute To Flag

Supervisor Green  called to order the Informational Meeting regarding the proposed replacement of the Lake Road Bridge over the Metro-North Port Jervis Line and the Town Clerk presented proof of publication as required by law.

Matt Smullen from Clark Patterson Lee gave an overview of the project.  He said the current temporary structure has been in place since 1988 and needs replacing.  There will be some safety improvements with the new bridge, horizontal and vertical alignment will be improved, the road will be wider and the limits of the project are being extended about 900 feet to smooth the rough transition coming off the bridge.  This is a federally funded project and 80% of the costs will come from federal funds, 15% of the costs will come from state funds and the local share will be 5%.  This project will cost about $3.3 million and with local costs being only 5%, it is not really that significant an amount.  There will be some right-of-way acquisitions affecting between nine and twelve property owners  and a 6.9 mile detour once the project starts since the bridge will be closed.  The project is expected to get done in one construction season, so possibly a spring start and fall finish. 
Mr. Smullen said the current roadway has ten foot lanes with one foot shoulders, the new road will be ten foot lanes, with three foot shoulders.  The bridge length will remain about the same at 110 feet and there will be no sidewalks.  The new bridge will be a truss structure similar to what’s there now and the service life of the structure will also be extended.  Because this is a federally funded project, there are required environmental reviews that must be followed. The state also has requirements and holding this public information meeting is one of their requirements.  We are targeting construction to begin in 2019.  
Someone asked where the detour would be and Supervisor Green said the only route available is making a circle around the lake and to Jackson Avenue and that is why it is 6.9 miles.  

A question was asked about the horizontal and vertical alignment.  Mr. Smullen said the horizontal alignment will generally be right along the existing horizontal, the bridge will be raised up to 23 feet improving the vertical alignment. Someone asked how much of the school year will be interfered with and Supervisor Green said that school buses will definitely be impacted.  A resident asked why the bridge was being replaced now after it has been in place for so long.  Mr. Smullen said the bridge in place now was intended to be a temporary replacement bridge generally used for emergency situations.  The new bridge will last from 75 to 100 years.  
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Supervisor Green asked if there was a yellow flag on the bridge.  Mr. Smullen said he wasn’t sure and Highway Superintendent Fayo said they have received flags in the past and made the necessary repairs.  He said there is currently some minor repair work to be done.  Someone asked if the bridge was dangerous and Mr. Smullen said the current bridge is inspected every two years by the NYS DOT.  Mr. Smullen said this is a more durable surface with a concrete deck which has a good 50 to 75 year service life. 

Someone asked if the construction duration was going to be six months.  Mr. Smullen said this is a typical one season construction but on the lengthier side. Someone asked why they couldn’t start in June and end in December affecting only one school season.  Mr. Smullen said the problem with ending in December is that the asphalt plants all close down and that is the last thing to finish up.  Mr. Smullen said they will leave all their presentation materials in case anyone wanted to look at them more closely.
Hearing no one else wishing to speak, Supervisor Green closed the Informational Meeting. 


Respectfully submitted,


Deborah Green


Town Clerk

/clc

