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PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed Amendments To Chapter 142
“Fire Prevention”
Wednesday, December 5, 2012, 7:00 P.M.

New Windsor Town Hall

New Windsor, New York
Board Members Present:
Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey, Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman Lundstrom, Councilman D’Angelo
Other Officials Present:
Comptroller Finnegan, Town Attorney Blythe, 
Highway Superintendent Fayo, Police Lieutenant Farbent
Salute to Flag

Supervisor Green called to order the public hearing regarding the proposed amendments to Chapter 142 entitled “Fire Prevention Local Law” and the Town Clerk presented proof of publication as required by law.

The Supervisor outlined some of the proposed changes which include eliminating all reference to the Rural Fire Protection District Advisory Board as the district has been disbanded and absorbed into the Vails Gate Fire District; eliminating all reference to the National Fire Protection Code which has been supplanted by the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code; the section of the code relating to sprinklers has been changed for commercial occupancy and the section authorizing the town attorney to assist with fire investigations has been eliminated.
Leo Braun said many small businesses don’t have 5,000 square feet but he feels any new business should be required to have a sprinkler system installed. Supervisor Green said he disagrees and the NYS Fire Code also disagrees.

Barney Bedetti spoke against increasing the sprinkler system requirements from 5,000 square feet to 9,000 square feet as he feels it is unsafe for firefighters.  Supervisor Green said the amendments were discussed with two fire commissioners, one from each district and 9,000 square feet is less than the state requirement of 12,000 square feet.
Rebecca Jones asked if the 9,000 square feet is more business friendly.  Supervisor Green said it complies the NYS minimum requirements.  He said we have had businesses who have not built in New Windsor because of the 5,000 square feet requirement and we have had several businesses who have built at 4,990 square feet when they really wanted to build 8,000 square feet.

Bonnie Brennan asked what the function of a sprinkler system was and what sets it off.  Supervisor Green said a sprinkler system is meant to suppress fire through sprinkler heads which go off.   Ms. Brennan  asked what sets them off and Supervisor Green said fire or heat melts a link which sets them off.  Ms. Brennan asked what the water source for sprinklers is.  Supervisor Green said that town water is used if it is available.  Ms. Brennan asked if there is an entire building which is 9,000 square feet but is then subdivided into stores, would it still be required to have for all the stores.  Supervisor Green said the square footage is based on the building’s base.
Jerry Argenio applauded the Town Board on being progressive and getting in line with the rest of the state, but said he agrees with everything Mr. Bedetti said about the sprinklers.  He said that about two years ago, his family’s business spent close to one million dollars putting in an addition to his building, but the cost of the sprinkler system was the breaking point for them.  He said they were very close to moving out of this town as the cost of the sprinkler system was making the building unaffordable, but they got some relief from the fire prevention folks out with building plans.  He said life and safety are both very important, but we also need commerce in our town otherwise we don’t have a town.

Hearing no one else wishing to speak,  Supervisor Green entertained a motion to close the Public Hearing. 
Motion:
Close Public Hearing

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the public hearing in the matter of amending Chapter 142 of the Town Code of the Town of New Windsor entitled “Fire Prevention” at 7:23 p.m.
Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5-0
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Motion – Adopt Local Law #6-2012 Amending Chapter 142 Of Town Code Of Town Of New Windsor Entitled “Fire Prevention”

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the local law amending Chapter 142 of the Town Code of the Town of New Windsor entitled “Fire Prevention” pursuant to Sections 10 and 11 of the Municipal Home Rule Law and in accordance with the local law attached hereto and direct the Town Clerk to publish pursuant to law.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5–0

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Green

Town Clerk
/clc

