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PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 48-ZONING

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2001; 7:00 P.M.

NEW WINDSOR TOWN HALL

NEW WINDSOR, NEW YORK

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
  Supervisor Meyers, Councilman Finnegan,

Councilwoman Mullarkey, Councilwoman Townsend, Councilwoman Weyant

OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT:
  Police Chief Koury, Highway Superintendent Kroll, Comptroller Reis, Town Attorney Crotty, Building Inspector Babcock, Planning Board Chairman Petro

Supervisor Meyers called to order a Public Hearing regarding the Proposed Amendments to Chapter 48 entitled "Zoning", and presided over same.

The Town Clerk presented proof of Publication regarding same, as required by law.

Supervisor Meyers:  "The first order of business is a public hearing regarding some amendments to the Chapter 48 of our Zoning Code and they deal with a few items-bulk tables for R-1, R-2 and R-3 zones and R-4 and R-5 zones acreage change.  R-1 and R-2 are from one acre lot to 80,000 square feet; and R-4 and R-5, I think R-4 goes from one-half acre to an acre and I think the R-5 is also going to be an acre."

"Some other issues in the Zoning Code, we're talking about revising the hours of  construction activity.  We have received some complaints about noise, people are doing construction at what other people consider to be unfair hours, so that's part of these changes.  Some revisions to allow private swimming pools in side yards and the CO issue having to do with requiring only surveys and not plot plans."

"So before we start I think I'll just speak a little bit to the reason for this acreage change in the R-1 through R-5 area.  The reason that the Board is looking at this, probably the two main reasons is traffic congestion, those of you who live in town are aware of the issues with the tremendous traffic change we have had.  I'm in town about thirty-five years and when I came here it was kind of a small place and now we really are a large town and it's crystal clear at Vails Gate the problems that we have with traffic congestion."

"The next issue which is every bit as important is the spiraling out of sight costs of school taxes.  School taxes have gone up in most of the school districts fifty percent in the last six or seven years.  Another issue is the impact on well water, each time that someone goes into an aquifer it uses more water and I know the Town of Monroe had many, many issues with that with the village of Kiryas Joel and there was people running out of water and they were drilling and drilling and drilling and not getting anywhere."

"The Town Board is responsible to represent everybody in town, that being all the residents and taxpayers, not just a select group of people and one of our missions is not to maximize the profits for anybody but to try and create a fair atmosphere for everybody.  You now need one acre of property to build in certain areas and depending upon the availability of water and sewer, there are some different things in our code and what we are looking to do now is make it consistent that whether you have water and sewer or you don't have water and 

sewer, it's going to this acre and three quarters in this R-1, 2 and 3 zone.  When we calculate this new change to an acre and three quarters, the wetlands can be used in that. "
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"We have received a petition this week that was filed with my office and there are approximately sixteen signatures on it that are valid.  There are many signatures where people don't list their address so those are not valid signatures, you need to list your name and address.  And there was one letter received in my office in support of that.  Other than that I have had not any, I've had one visit from someone and other than that, that's the only comment that we've had, so one of the requirements for us before we do anything like is to give folks an opportunity to speak as to how they sense the proposed changes."

"Now we have a three minute rule here, so you get to speak your mind for three minutes and I don't debate you, you state your name, come up to the front, state your name and address and give us your feeling on whatever issue that this public hearing is about and we are confined to just the public hearing.  If someone's here for other issues not related to the zoning changes then we have another public forum at the end of the meeting where you can speak to that.  Before I open it up to the public, I'll just ask any of the board members if they have anything they would like to add to anything I've said.  So at this point I ask anybody who wants to speak to this to come forward, state your name and address for the record and please keep your comments to three minutes."

See Tape #1, Side A, Counter #085

Harold Baxter, Jr., 505 Jackson Avenue; Anthony Kroll, 155 Bethlehem Road; Chester Sawyer, 81 Bethlehem Road; John Alva, 109 Cherry Drive; Joe Rakowiecki, Station Road, Salisbury Mills; Richard Schaffner, 375 Jackson Avenue; June Rottinger, DeRosa Farms; Richard Ostner, 66 Union Avenue; Jacqueline Cooper, 451 Lake Road; Frank Cavaleri, 10 Meadowbrook Road; Linda Gulak, 59 Bethlehem Road; Andrew Gulak, 59 Bethlehem Road; John Cavaleri, 6 Shadowood Lane; and Mary Alva, 109 Cherry Drive all spoke in opposition to the amendments to the zoning code.

Brian Wolfe, 38 Maharey Lane spoke in favor of the zoning amendments.

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilman Finnegan that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the Public Hearing regarding the Proposed Amendments to Chapter 48  entitled "Zoning" Local Law at 7:38 P.M.

Roll Call:  All Ayes





            Motion Carried:  5-0

Supervisor Meyers responded to some of the questions raised by people during the public forum before continuing with the meeting.

See Tape #2, Side A, Counter #060 to #158
RESOLUTION DECLARING NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND STATEMENT OF IMPACT ON ENVIRONMENT REGARDING ZONING AMENDMENTS 2001 
Motion by Councilman Finnegan, seconded by Councilwoman Mullarkey that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, a public hearing to consider amendments to the Town of New Windsor Zoning Local Law was held on the 3rd day of October, 2001 pursuant to public notice; and the Town Board now desires to take action on such proposed amendments to the Zoning Local Law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered a Full Environmental Assessment Form dated the 1st day of October, 2001 submitted by the Engineers for the Town, McGoey, Hauser and Edsall Consulting Engineers, P.C.; and 
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WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor desires to declare itself to be the lead agency for determination of impact on the environment; and

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED as follows:

(1) That the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor declares itself to be the lead agency for determination of impact on the environment with regard to amendments to Chapter 48 of the Zoning Local Law; and

(2) The Town Board hereby determines that the present proposed amendment to Chapter 48 of the Zoning Local Law as published in the official Town newspaper, The Sentinel, on September 14, 2001, will have no significant impact on the environment.

Roll Call:  All Ayes





            Motion Carried:  5-0

RESOLUTION APPROVING TOWN OF NEW WINDSOR ZONING LOCAL LAW AMENDMENTS REGARDING BULK/USE TABLES, OFFENSIVE NOISES, POOLS AND SURVEYS

Motion by Councilwoman Weyant, seconded by Councilwoman Townsend that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, a public hearing to consider amendments to the Town of New Windsor Zoning Local Law was held on the 3rd day of October 2001 pursuant to publication in the Official Town Newspaper, The Sentinel, on September 14, 2001.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor finds as follows:

1) In accordance with provisions of Section 264 of Article 16 of the Town Law, notices of public hearing were forwarded by certified mail, return receipt requested, to all municipalities within five hundred (500) feet of the Town of New Windsor; and

2) The notice of public hearing appeared in The Sentinel, the official Town newspaper, at least ten days prior to the public hearing date; and

3) The amendments to the Zoning Local Law as proposed were forwarded to the Orange County Planning Department on August 30, 2001; and

4) The Town Planning Board has made positive recommendations, having duly considered the proposed revisions; and

5) The proposed amendments to Chapter 48 of the Zoning Local Law are in conformity with the Development Plan of the Town of New Windsor.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of New Windsor Zoning Local Law be revised as follows:

Section 48-12 Bulk/Use Tables be revised to increase the minimum lot area for dwelling units in zones R-1, R-2 and R-3 to 80,000 square feet; and in zones R-4 and R-5 to 43,560 square feet for one-family and 80,000 square feet for two-family, with or without municipal sewer and/or water; and

Section 48-17.21 of the Supplemental Use Regulations be revised to state that private swimming pools shall not be located in any required front yard and in no case, closer than ten (10) feet to any property line; and
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Section 48-12G be revised to exempt noise from construction activities during the hours 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. weekdays and 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. Saturdays, and to prohibit noise from construction activities on Sundays; and

Section 48-29C be revised to require surveys prepared by licensed surveyors only.

Roll Call:  All Ayes





            Motion Carried:  5-0







Respectfully submitted,







DEBORAH GREEN







TOWN CLERK

/clc

