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Board Members Present:
Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey,

Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman 

Lundstrom, Councilman D’Angelo
Other Officials Present:
Town Attorney Blythe, Highway Superintendent Fayo, 

Police Lieutenant Faricellia, Comptroller Finnegan, 


Planning Board Attorney Cordisco, Engineer Mark


Edsall 
Salute to Flag
Supervisor Green called to order a public hearing regarding the proposed repeal and re-adoption of a local law entitled “Zoning Local Law” and the Town Clerk presented proof of publication as required by law.

Supervisor Green thanked the members of the infrastructure committee who worked on the new zoning regulations saying the committee worked on the new law for at least two years.  He said we received the mandatory review from the Orange County Planning Board and they included a couple of comments relating to workforce housing. They commended us for including workforce housing in our code but they feel we have made it too restrictive. They feel the Town should do more to include affordable senior housing in the overlay.  The Town Board disagrees with that comment and feels that we have done more  than most of the surrounding communities in providing affordable housing.  The Orange County Planning Board also feels that we should involve adjoining municipalities in our planning process.  Supervisor Green said that is totally unprecedented, it is not required and it is a little offensive.  A required letter of approval was also received from the New Windsor Planning Board.
Planning Board Attorney Dominick Cordisco said we incorporated some of the recommendations from the 2009 Comprehensive Plan Update, but there were so many changes that we chose to repeal and re-adopt the entire zoning law instead of adopting each little change.  One of the most important items is the watershed protection overlay which is a one hundred foot buffer around Washington Lake and Silver Stream Reservoir.  Any projects which are proposed within that area will be subject to much higher scrutiny and more levels of approval from the Planning Board.  There have also been some changes with regard to workforce housing.  The trend has been to incorporate affordable senior housing and workforce housing, so the Town has included that to allow a project to have both a workforce housing component and a senior component, both of which are affordable.  
Rebecca Jones asked what workforce housing is.  Supervisor Green said it is housing subsidized by New York State tax credits.  There are requirements, including income requirements to be eligible, the income requirement are approximately 75% to 150% of the median county income.  Mrs. Jones asked what the minimum and maximum incomes would be in dollars.  Jonah Mandelbaum said the median income is about $64,000 for Orange County.
Fran Maxwell asked if there is a school tax abatement with workforce housing.  Supervisor Green said the tax abatement is based upon a PILOT payment and when we negotiate a PILOT payment, it automatically goes to school taxes.  Fran Maxwell asked if that meant they pay no school taxes for forty years and the Supervisor said they pay the PILOT portion and the school district is entitled to a portion of the PILOT.  Dominick Cordisco pointed out that workforce housing is already in the existing code, it is not something new in tonight’s code.  In order to qualify for workforce housing, you have to have no more than 130% of the median county  income and you have to be employed.  Mrs. Maxwell asked how many workforce housing projects New Windsor has.  Supervisor Green said there is one mixed used proposal before the Planning Board now and one that is complete. The completed project is on Route 32 and the proposed project is on Temple Hill Road by the Cantonment.  Mrs. Maxwell asked if there were any other abatements involved.  Supervisor Green said the abatement only applies to real property taxes, it does not apply to any special districts.  
Richard Ostner asked if someone could explain the colors on the new zoning map to him.  Dominick Cordisco said each color represents a different district in Town so if you live in an R5 district which is represented by a certain color, you would have to adhere to certain bulk requirements.  Mr. Ostner asked if someone could explain what each of the colors actually mean.  Supervisor Green said the legend is on the bottom of the map and asked if there was one particular area he was interested in.
Mr. Cordisco said the map is available on the Town’s website and also here at Town Hall.   The bulk requirements for each district are also available online and at Town Hall.  
Jean Antonelli said that workforce housing, instead of paying what most of us pay on property and school tax, are given a PILOT and I understand they are forty years - that is an awful long time.  Supervisor Green said to tell the state, that is what’s required by the state.  Mrs. Antonelli said the Town Board okayed it.  Supervisor Green said the Town Board created the law that allows it to be located in New Windsor.  Mrs. Antonelli said she thinks it is very unfair to the public who are working very hard to pay their taxes.  Supervisor Green said again that you need to tell that to New York State, however we are talking about seniors who have worked all their lives and workforce housing is being occupied not from someone from Oshkosh, but by people who are already living in the school district moving to another area in the school district.  They are not adding children, the majority of the applicants are local residents.  Jean Antonelli said she thinks forty years is very unfair, she is in favor of businesses having a PILOT.  She said nobody from the town is explaining that to the general public.  Supervisor Green said that there was a public hearing so it was explained.  Supervisor Green said he was in favor of workforce housing and in favor of senior housing, but said he cannot control what the state requires.
Hearing no one else wishing to speak, Supervisor Green closed the public hearing.

Motion – Close Public Hearing

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the Public Hearing in the matter of creating a local law entitled “A Local Law to repeal and re-enact Chapter 300 of the Code of the Town of New Windsor”  at 7:25 p.m.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried: 5-0
Motion – Adopt Zoning Local Law As Local Law #4-2012
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor

Whereas, heretofore the Town Board has considered the adoption of a local law that would repeal and re-enact Chapter 300 of the Town Code of the Town of New Windsor entitled “Zoning Local Law of the Town of New Windsor, New York”; and
Whereas, this is an action subject to SEQRA; and
Whereas, following due notice the Town Board has conducted a public hearing on the proposed local law and heard all persons interested in the subject matter thereof; and

Whereas, this action is subject to the requirements of General Municipal Law § 239-l, m and n and as such was duly referred to the Orange County Department of Planning; and

Whereas, the Orange County Department of Planning provided written comments on September 25, 2012, and Town Board has reviewed and considered those comments; and

Whereas, Chapter 300-88 of the Town Code requires a referral of the proposed local law to the Town Planning Board for its review and comment, and this proposed local law was duly referred to the Planning Board; and
Whereas, the Planning Board provided its comments to the Town Board on October 2, 2012, and the Town Board has reviewed and considered those comments; and
Whereas, the Town Board as the sole involved agency previously assumed lead agency status, and as such adopted a negative declaration which concluded the SEQRA process;
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved As Follows that the Town Board does hereby adopt above local law which said local law shall be effective upon publication, posting and filing in the office of the Secretary of State in Albany.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5-0
Motion – Declaration Of Lead Agency – Authorize Execution Of EAF And Declare Negative Declaration

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following:
Whereas, heretofore the Town Board has considered the adoption of a local law that would repeal and re-enact Chapter 300 of the Town Code of the Town of New Windsor entitled: Zoning Local Law of the Town of New Windsor, New York; and
Whereas, this is an action subject to SEQRA; and
Whereas, the Town Board as the sole involved agency assumes lead agency status, and as such has caused to be prepared a long Environmental Assessment Form ("EAF"); and
Whereas, following due notice the Town Board has conducted a public hearing on the proposed local law and heard all persons interested in the subject matter thereof;
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved As Follows:
1.  
That the Supervisor is hereby authorized to sign the EAF; and

2.  
That after considering all of the information presented to it including the EAF 
the 
Town Board determines that the adoption of this local law is a Type I Action; and

3.  
That the Town Board, as lead agency, hereby determines that the proposed 
action will not have a significant environmental impact and a Draft Impact Statement will not be prepared; and

4.
That the Town Board hereby adopts the negative declaration annexed hereto.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5-0


Respectfully submitted,


Deborah Green

Town Clerk
/clc
