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Board Members Present:
Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey, Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman Lundstrom, Councilman D’Angelo
Other Officials Present:
Comptroller Finnegan, Town Attorney Blythe,  Highway Superintendent Fayo, Deputy Police Chief Hovey
Supervisor Green called to order a public hearing regarding the proposed 2013 budget and the Town Clerk presented proof of publication as required by law.

Supervisor Green said he and the Comptroller would give a brief synopsis of the budget using the worksheets, copies of which are available in the front of the room. Comptroller Finnegan said that the 2013 tax levy is within the 2% tax cap limit. This year. The tax cap limits the annual increase of all property taxes in all funds to a dollar limitation which doesn’t mean that individual funds cannot be over 2%, but it limits overall property tax increases. The general fund rate increased by 5.9%, the highway fund increased by 4.7%, the garbage fund rate stayed the same, the various water district rates are up 9% on average and the various sewer districts rates are down about 1.5%.  Supervisor Green went over the tax levies for the general fund, highway fund, garbage fund, the ambulance district and the fire districts.  He said that the assessed value of the town has dropped in the past two years which makes it more difficult for the Town to make ends meet.  Using a sample tax bill from an average single family home in New Windsor assessed at $37,000, the taxes increased by $69.36.  The amount of the increase depends on the special districts which appear on each tax bill.  Supervisor Green said the water rate is raised every year because of the rate increases we get from the City of New York.
The Supervisor asked if anyone had any questions.
Jean Antonelli asked if her water district was the same as her election district because that rate is $11 which is much higher than the other water districts.

Leo Braun said that there was a difference in the appropriation fund amounts from the legal ad from last year to this year.  Comptroller Finnegan said there was a difference because of  projected sales tax figures from Orange County and that figure was much higher than the Town had projected in our own budget so we increased the revenue amount we get from sales tax.  The County then came back and changed their projected figures, but it was too late for us to change our figures.  Mr. Braun said that expenses listed this year as economic opportunities and development were not included last year.  Supervisor Green said that has to do with Stewart Airport and the development of Stewart Airport.  Last year, our leaseholder First Columbia pulled out of Stewart Airport and the Town is now handling the development and promotion of Stewart ourselves, there is income revenue from various leases to offset that expense.
Barney Bedetti asked what the $75,000 cemetery assistance item was for.  Supervisor Green said that state law says that a municipality can contribute to a cemetery association to keep it solvent; but if the cemetery association goes insolvent, the municipality is obligated by state law to take over the maintenance of that cemetery.  Woodlawn Cemetery is having financial difficulties, the $75,000 is appropriated to keep them solvent.  
A resident asked if this was a never-ending obligation and the Supervisor said it would be perpetual.  The Supervisor said we do maintain some cemeteries here in Town, they are very small, old cemeteries, some dating back to the revolutionary and civil wars, but Woodlawn is  about 86 acres.  The Supervisor said the $75,000 figure was arrived at by going over their last six audits and going through thire expenses. He said he was told that a lot of cemeteries are feeling the crunch because cremations being so popular, making up at least 20% of funeral business.
Someone asked if there was a budget summary available and the Supervisor said there were budget handouts in the front of the room.

Jean Antonelli asked if the ambulance award program was still in the budget and the Supervisor said it was not although he is still talking to the officers of the corps about it.

Hearing no one else wishing to speak, Supervisor Green entertained a motion to close the public hearing.

Motion – Close Public Hearing

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilman Lundstrom that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the public hearing regarding the proposed 2013 budget at 7:35 P.M.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried: 5-0
Motion – Adopt Proposed 2013 Budget

Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilman Lundstrom that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following:

Whereas, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor met on November 7, 2012 as specified in the Notice of Public Hearing on the preliminary budget and heard all persons interested in same; and

Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that said Board does hereby adopt the Budget, as the Annual Budget of the Town of New Windsor for the fiscal year beginning the first day of January 2013, and that said Budget as so adopted be entered in detail in the minutes of this meeting as is hereto attached, and;

Be It Further Resolved, that the Town Clerk of the Town of New Windsor shall certify in triplicate, copies of said Budget as adopted, pursuant to Section 202, Subdivision 2 of Town law and shall file one certified copy in her office and transmit two (2) certified copies to the Town Supervisor who presents said budget to the Orange County Legislature.  Further, that the Town Clerk be authorized to advertize same as required by law.

Roll Call:  All Ayes
Motion Carried:  5-0
Supervisor Green said he wanted to thank Comptroller Finnegan who worked very hard and spent a lot of hours on it, Jack does the basic budget then I take a hatchet to what’s left to the dismay of many department heads and every year it gets a little worse.


Respectfully submitted,


Deborah Green

Town Clerk
/clc
