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Town Board Meeting

Wednesday, October 7, 2015; 7:00 p.m.

New Windsor Town Hall

New Windsor, New York

Board Members Present: 
Supervisor Green, Councilwoman Mullarkey, Councilwoman Biasotti, Councilman Lundstrom, Councilman Regenbaum
 
Other Officials Present:
Police Chief Hovey, Town Attorney Blythe, Highway Superintendent Fayo, Comptroller Finnegan
Salute To Flag

Public Comment

Supervisor Green asked if anyone had any comments regarding the Town Board meeting agenda.  Hearing no one wishing to comment, he proceeded with the meeting.
#1 On Agenda: 
Motion – Approve Minutes
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor approve the Minutes of the Public Hearing regarding 2016 Sewer Assessment Roll, the Public Hearing regarding Amendment to Vehicle & Traffic Local Law – Walnut Avenue & Shore Drive, the Public Hearing regarding Adoption of Local Law – Override Tax Levy Limit and the Minutes of the Town Board Meeting all held on September 2, 2015, as per the copies posted on the Town Clerk’s bulletin board in the Town Hall, and same distributed to each of the Town Board Members.

Roll Call:  All Ayes  

Motion Carried:  5-0
Unfinished Business

Highway Department

#2 On Agenda:
Receive And File Inter-Municipal Agreement – Snow And Ice Control
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file with the Town Clerk a fully executed Snow and Ice Agreement between the Town of New Windsor and the County of Orange for various county roads for the 2015-2016 Season.  
Water Department

#3 On Agenda:
Receive And File Bids – Clarkview Watermain Replacement Project
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file with the Town Clerk bids received and publicly opened on September 21, 2015 for the Clarkview Watermain Replacement Project.

#4 On Agenda:
Motion – Award Bid – Clarkview Watermain Replacement Project
Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor award the bid for the Clarkview Watermain Replacement Project to Montana Construction Corp., Inc. in the amount of $521,111.00 (using ductile iron pipe) or $500,111.00 (using PVC pipe) as the lowest responsible bidder in accordance with General Municipal Law, Section 103 and as recommended by McGoey, Hauser and Edsall Consulting Engineers, DPC in the attached correspondence.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 
Motion Carried:  5-0

#5  On Agenda: 
Motion -  Authorize Execution Of Change Order #1 – 


St. Anne’s Drive Well Modification
Motion by Councilwoman Biasotti, seconded by Councilwoman Mullarkey, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the Supervisor to execute Change Order #1 with Nannini & Callahan Excavating, Inc., for a credit in the total amount of $15.75.  Said Change Order shall be in a form acceptable to the Town Attorney and with the approval of the Town Engineer.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 
Motion Carried:  5-0
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Sanitation Department

General

#6  On Agenda:
Motion -  Call Public Hearing – Proposed Amendment To Chapter 263 


Of The New Windsor Town Code
Motion by Councilman Regenbaum, seconded by Councilman Lundstrom that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor call a Public Hearing to be held on December 2, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 555 Union Avenue, New Windsor, New York and authorize the Town Clerk to advertise for same pursuant to law, regarding the proposed change to Chapter 263 of the Town Code of the Town of New Windsor entitled “Taxation” to increase the income ceiling for the partial exemption for low income senior citizens.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 
Motion Carried:  5-0

#7  On Agenda:
Motion – Call Public Hearing – Proposed 2016 Budget
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the Town Clerk to advertise pursuant to law, calling for a Public Hearing to be held on the 4th day of November 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the New Windsor Town Hall, 555 Union Avenue, New Windsor, New York, to hear all persons of the Town of New Windsor regarding the proposed 2016 budget.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

#8  On Agenda:
Motion – Authorize Publication Of Display Ad – Snow Removal Law
Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the Town Clerk to publish a display ad in The Sentinel with reference to both roadway and sidewalk snow removal laws and requesting that residents clear fire hydrants on their property for the Fire Departments.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

#9  On Agenda:
Motion – Authorize Execution Of Justice Court Assistance Program 

Grant Application
Motion by Councilwoman Biasotti, seconded by Councilwoman Mullarkey, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the Supervisor to execute Justice Court Assistance Program Grant Application for office and security equipment, courtroom and court facility improvements and renovations.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

#10  On Agenda:
Motion – Authorize Resolution Regarding Halloween Curfew
Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize the following resolution regarding a Halloween Curfew:

Whereas, past history has shown that Halloween celebration has gone beyond that of ordinary merriment and acceptable pranks, and Town Police Officers have received complaints of violence and vandalism and,

Whereas, Town Police Officers have been informed of threats of such acts through this period and have been informed of the concerns of citizens residing in areas historically prone to such acts and,

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor place into effect a curfew beginning 6:00 P.M. Friday, October 30, 2015 and ending 6:00 A.M. Sunday, November 1, 2015, and 

Be It Ordered, that such curfew shall apply to all minors (persons under the age of 18), except those traveling to or from bona fide employment, school activity or medical emergency; those in the company of a parent, guardian or person in locus parentis; and
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Be It Ordered, that the following acts are prohibited:

1.
That between the hours of 9:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M. the following morning all such minors shall refrain from congregating on public streets, public or private property without the permission of the owner or person in control of such property

2.
From trespassing upon property of the Town of New Windsor between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M. the following morning unless participating in an organized event of the Town of New Windsor

3.
Being in possession on any street or public place of shaving cream, eggs, soap, rocks, spray paint, flammable or noxious chemicals, weapons of any kind, or other item that could reasonably be used to cause vandalism or bodily injury, at any time during the curfew period, and 

Be It Ordered, that any person knowingly violating these orders may be arrested and treated pursuant to the applicable status of the Laws of the State of New York.

Nothing herein shall be construed as to prohibit the normal and lawful travel of any person upon the streets and highways within the Town of New Windsor.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

 #11 On Agenda:
Motion – Adopt Proclamation Against Workplace Bullying
Motion by Councilwoman Mullarkey, seconded by Councilwoman Biasotti, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adopt the following Proclamation:  

Whereas, the Town of New Windsor has an interest in promoting the social and economic well-being of its citizens, employees and employers; and

Whereas, that well-being depends upon the existence of healthy and productive employees working in safe and abuse-free work environments; and 

Whereas, research has documented the stress-related health consequences for individuals caused by exposure to abusive work environments; and

Whereas, abusive work environments are costly for employers, with consequences including reduced productivity, absenteeism, turnover, absenteeism and injuries; and

Whereas, protection from abusive work environments should apply to every worker, and not be limited to legally protected class status based only on race, color, gender, national origin, age, or disability; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, George A. Green, Supervisor of the Town of New Windsor, do hereby proclaim October 18 – 24, 2015 as

FREEDOM FROM WORKPLACE BULLIES WEEK

And commend the Workplace Bullying Institute which raises awareness of the impacts of, and solutions for, workplace bullying in the U.S.; and encourage all citizens to recognize this special observance.  

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

#12 On Agenda:
Motion – Authorize Solicitor’s Permit – Jerrel Almanzar
Motion by Councilman Regenbaum, seconded by Councilman Lundstrom that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor authorize a Solicitor’s Permit submitted by Jerrel Almanzar, 65 Kenwood Drive, #6, New Windsor, New York to solicit Solar Systems/Solar Energy door to door in the town. Permit shall be obtained from the Town Clerk’s office.

Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

#13 On Agenda:
Receive And File Certificate Of Clerk As To No Referendum –


Storm King Building Company, Inc.
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file Certificate of Clerk as to No Referendum in the matter of a Lease between Town of New Windsor and Storm King Building Company, Inc., dated September 15, 2015 for premises commonly known as 334 Avenue of the Americas.
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#14 On Agenda:
Receive And File Lease For Storm King Building Company, Inc.
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file Lease between Town of New Windsor and Storm King Building Company, Inc., dated September 15, 2015 for premises commonly known as 334 Avenue of the Americas.

#15 On Agenda:
Receive And File Deed For Trotter Lane – Fox Meadow Estates
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file Deed dated June 5, 2015 from Rolling Acres Fox Meadow, LLC to Town of New Windsor for a road commonly known as Trotter Lane; two drainage parcels, as well as two drainage easements all within the Fox Meadow Estates Subdivision, which was recorded in the Orange County Clerk’s Office on the 25th day of June, 2015 in Liber 13911 at page 1347.

#16  On Agenda:
Receive And File Performance Bond – J Street Subdivision At The Reserve
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file Performance Bond #0685391 from International Fidelity Insurance Company in the amount of $439,430.00 for the J Street Subdivision at The Reserve.

#17  On Agenda:
Receive And File Petition For Replacement Of Butterhill Traffic Light
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file original petitions requesting the replacement of the traffic control device at the intersection of Butterhill Road and State Route 94.

#18  On Agenda:
Receive And File Petition For Butterhill Traffic Light  To Be Made


Permanent
Hearing no objection, the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor receive and file original petitions requesting the traffic control device at the intersection of Butterhill Road and State Route 94 be made permanent.

#19 On Agenda:
Receive and File Official Reports
 

The following reports were received, recorded and filed with the Town Clerk:


Building Department
Month of September 2015

Fire Prevention
Month of August 2015


Justice Court – Noreen Calderin
Month of September 2015

Justice Court – Richard Thorpe
Month of September 2015

Police Department
Month of September 2015

Recreation Department
Month of September 2015

Tax Receiver Utility Report
Month of September 2015

Town Clerk
Month of September 2015
#20 On Agenda:
Public Forum
Hearing no one wishing to speak, Supervisor entertained a motion to close the Public Forum.
Motion by Councilwoman Biasotti, seconded by Councilwoman Mullarkey, that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor close the Public Forum portion of the meeting.

Roll Call: All Ayes

Motion Carried:  5-0
Supervisor Green said he had some comments he would like to make.  He asked if everyone has noticed how nice the front of the Town Hall looks. He said he wants to thank Harold Baxter Jr., Debbie Green, Susan Scheible, Cheryl Canfield, Lenore Kissel and Devitt’s for their generous donation of all the decorations that you see out there.  He said he would like to thank John Gordon,  Regional Director of the New York State Department of Transportation for the paving on River Road.  He said he just wrote one letter to him and Mr. Gordon got right on it.  

Supervisor Green said he was going to do something he has never done before since he has been Supervisor off and on since 1988.  He said he has never sat up here and made a political comment or ever responded to a Letter to the Editor in a newspaper, however, he said most of the people sitting in the audience are his friends or Town employees and he appreciates the wonderful job they do.  He said that last week there was a Letter to the Editor written by the “I Can’t Get It Straight Gang” accusing some 
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people of corruption and nepotism and he said he takes real exception to that letter.  He said he is going to start off with his friend Jimmy Petro.  Supervisor Green said that for the two people in the Town of New Windsor who are not aware – Jimmy is his wife’s ex-husband but he is also one of George’s best and closest friends.

Supervisor Green asked Jim to tell everybody how much he raised through the casino land lease for the Town of New Windsor.  Jim Petro said that starting in July there was a partial land lease for $11,600 per month and they paid for eight months, so we took in over $100,000 in various fees that were paid into the General Fund.  Supervisor Green asked about the FBI building and Jim said it has a forty (40) year land lease which starts out at $16,000 a year and goes up two and a half  (2.5%) percent a year for forty years and that money also goes to the General Fund.  He said the plant is leased for $80,000 per year, the parking lot for Toyota is $12,000 per year and with the help of Jennifer and the Building Department, the buildings that were acquired back from First Columbia take in approximately $6,000 per month and that also goes into the General Fund and he said could go on and on.  Supervisor Green said he appreciates the great job Jimmy  has done for the Town.

Supervisor Green said that Jennifer Gallagher is our Building Inspector and is accused of being hired by nepotism, she is in fact Jimmy’s niece.  He asked her how many tests she had to take to get this job and Jennifer said she has taken and passed at least three civil service tests which she had to be qualified to take.   She said that as a Building Inspector she also had to pass all the NYS exams.

Supervisor Green asked Barney Bedetti if he had given up his seat on the Zoning Board to his son and Mr. Bedetti said no he didn’t and he also was not a fire inspector.  He said his eldest son was a commissioner for the Vails Gate Fire District, a position he is elected to.

A resident commented on yellow journalism and Supervisor Green said it is more like outright lies.

Supervisor Green said that Mr. Bedetti has two other sons that worked for the Town, and Steve is standing in the back and is chomping at the bit to say something, and the other one, Keith, runs our Buildings and Grounds and is the reason why our parks and everything is in the shape they are in.

Supervisor Green then spoke to Tom Lucchesi and said they have known each other since Tom used to ride his bicycle to fires at least twenty five to thirty years ago.  He said Tom is now the Chief of the Vails Gate Fire Department.  He asked if Tom had to take a test  to come work for the town as a fire inspector back in 2002 which he did, he then transferred to the Police Department after taking another civil service test for that position.   Supervisor Green asked if his mother did anything to get that position for him and Tom said his mother just raised him and Supervisor Green said she did a good job at that.  Supervisor Green then asked if he had taken a test for his current position as Lieutenant in the City of Newburgh Fire Department and Tom said that he had to take a civil service test for that position also.  Supervisor Green said that Tom also donates hundreds of hours to the Vails Gate Fire Department.  Supervisor Green said that Kathy Lucchesi also had to take and pass a civil service test for her position.

Steve Bedetti said the cowards who wrote that letter were here and they have heard everything said in the past ten minutes.  Supervisor Green asked what his position was with the Town and Steve said he was a police dispatcher and has been since 1988.  Supervisor Green said that Steve had taken and passed a test for that job.

The Supervisor said he didn’t forget the Scheible family.  He said that Henry Scheible currently serves on the Zoning Board and asked Susan Schieble how many years her father had served on the Planning Board and she said it was too many to remember.  Supervisor Green said Henry Scheible has donated years to the Town of New Windsor.  He then said she had been elected to her position as Receiver of Taxes and nobody had appointed her to that.  Supervisor Green asked Doreen Casey what her job is and she said she is the Deputy Comptroller, a position she was appointed to, however she did have to be qualified for it and she had to pass a civil service test which she had to have the necessary qualifications to take.   

Supervisor Green asked Anthony Fayo who Alice is and Anthony said that the last time he checked, his wife’s name was Patricia.  He said he was elected to his position as Highway Superintendent and Supervisor Green asked if his late father had anything to do with his getting the job.  Anthony said his father had been deceased about ten years before he became Highway Superintendent and Anthony said his father had also been elected and nobody gave him his position either.
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Supervisor Green said that he tries to keep cool and calm but when someone puts his friends in harm’s way, it really bothers him.  He  said he is a little emotional about this and to say he is angry is an understatement.  He said there is no reason why anybody in this room should be dragged into his election, Debbie’s election, Alice’s election.  Speaking of Alice, Mike Biasotti is most certainly capable of speaking for himself and asked how long Mike was on the job before Alice got elected and she replied twenty-five years.

He said he also had another couple of comments, he said the last he knew Henry Kroll’s wife Luann hasn’t worked here in almost a decade and Beverly Miller is absolutely no relation to Jimmy Petro, so once again “The Gang Who Couldn’t Get It Straight”.  Supervisor Green said he can put up with the lies and innuendo, the absolute slander for himself, but when it involves people he cares about and his employees, that is going too far.  He said he has never done this before,  never made a political comment, but Gail, you can take all the notes and write all you want, but you don’t even have the courage to say that you don’t live in the Town of New Windsor, you signed your Letter to the Editor New Windsor.  Debbie Green said that Gail is registered to vote  in the City of Newburgh on Pierce’s Road.  

Supervisor Green said you don’t win campaigns on lies, he said he had not seen one positive thing in this campaign. You also don’t win picking on people who don’t have anything to do with it.  He said he is proud of every one of his employees, and we have one of the best workforces around and he hears it from the floor of this meeting room all the time.  He said that he would stop there before he gets really mad and says something he shouldn’t.  He thanked everyone for coming tonight and for everything that they do for this Town, every day of the year.  The Supervisor adjourned the meeting after receiving a standing ovation from the audience.
#21 On Agenda:
Motion – Adjourn Meeting
Motion by Councilman Lundstrom, seconded by Councilman Regenbaum that the Town Board of the Town of New Windsor adjourn the Town Board meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Roll Call:  All Ayes

 Motion Carried:  5-0

Respectfully submitted,


Deborah Green

Town Clerk
/clc
